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Abstract

The water issue occupies a prominent place in improving the living conditions of the populations.
Water resources have a direct impact on the socio-economic development of a region. It is therefore
essential before any mobilization and management of water resources to properly study their
geographic context. In Casamance, the climate has been characterized, since the 1970s, by declining
rainfall, to which is added a demographic explosion which has led to an intensive mobilization of
available water resources. The objective of this article is to assess water resources and the natural and
anthropogenic factors of their degradation in the island of Carabane. The methodology adopted is
based on documentary research and a household survey. The results obtained show that, due to rainfall
deficits, water is available on the island but it is brackish to salty in nature, a quality not favorable for
domestic and agricultural uses. These various constraints (drop in rainfall and rise in the level of the
river) have had an impact on water resources, including: salinization of groundwater and certain
cultivable plots, etc. Faced with this situation where the water supply is lower than the demand and
given the cost often revised upwards, it would be imperative to proceed with a more rational
mobilization of water resources on the island and to support its management more sustainable.
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